SS Alcoa Ploneer

Company: Alcoa Steamship Co. New York, NY
Master: Andrew W, Gavin
Gross Tons: 6758

At 2310 GCT, a plane came at the ship from
dead astern without deviating from its course and
crashed on the port side of the flylng bridge de-
stroying the steering station, the #2 gun lub, the
stack, #2 lifeboat, and the cabins of the Radio
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Home Port: Mew York, MY

Built; 1841 @ Richmond, CA
Dimensions: 397" x 60" x 35

The Freighter, 55 ALCOA PIONEER, was struck by a Japanese
suicide plane at 2310 GCT on November 18, 1944 while an-
chored in San Pedro Bay, Leyte, P.L She had left San Francisco
on September 9 stopping at Peard Harbior, Eniwertak, Manus,
and Hollandla before armuing af Leyte on Movernber 5, Her com-
plement was 43 merchant crew and 29 Naval Armed Guard,
Five Mavy men were kifled and 9 injured, Fipe of the ship's crew
were also infured bul all surpived. Proe courtery af Marssrs Mussumn,

Mewpoet Hesea, Vi

Operator and the Chief Mate, The bridge and for-
ward of the midship house burst into flames when
the plane's gas tank exploded. Fire hoses were
manned and the fire brought under control.

The ship was not abandoned but the sericusly

injured were transferred to the (ISS PCE.851.
The ship later sailed for San Franciseo but on
December 14 she broke down south of Guadal-
canal and had to be towed to Espiritu Santo by
the Navy tug ATR-33, arriving there December

20. She remained there until J
j anuary 2,
when she sailed for San Franeisco arr’::frirlg tIhge‘E
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