HEADQUARTERS 104TH (TIMBERWOLF) INFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General

1 June 1945

TC ALL TIMBERWOLVES:

The letter quoted below has been received from the Commanding General,
VII Corps:

WHEADQUARTERS VII CORPS
Office of the Commanding Gereral

30 May 1945

Ma jor Gensral Terry Allen
Commanding, 104th Infantry Division
APD #104, United States Army

Dear General Allen:

Anticipating the departure of the 104th Infantry Division in the
near future, I wish to express to you and to all of the officers and men of
the Timberwolf Division my desp sppreciation for the outstanding work per-
formed by your division since it joined the VII Corps in November, 1944,

The 104th Infantry Division was one of the mainstsys in the VII
forps during the sovere fighting that garried us from the Amchen=--Stolberg
ares to the Roer River and from the Roer to the Rhins, culminating in the
capture of Cologne, Teamed with the 3d Armored Division, the Timberwolves
stormed over the Vorgebirge hille guarding Colsgne and seized the southern
half of that key ecity on 7 Marech 1945. It was during this campaign &scross
the Inde, the Roer and the Erft in February--March, 1945, that the 104th
Division perfected its technique of night operations which has mede it one
of the outstanding night-fighting divisions in the army.

On 22 Mareh, the division crossed the Rhine at Honnef, and the
following night attacked to the sast from the Remegen Bridgehead. Mopping
up secattered points of resistance and consolideting geins in close support
of the 3d Armored Division, the 104th Infantry Division played an important
role in ths great encircling maneuver which trapped over 335,000 enemy troops
in the Ruhr pocket and cut off that vital industrial asres from the rest of
Germeny., With grest skill and boldness the 104th Division, though stretched
et times over & depth of forty miles, held off the snemy's vicious counter
attacks simed st cutting the VII Corps' line of communiecation from Marburg
to Paderborn. The great advence of the 3d Armored Division to Paderborn was
thus made possible largely through the splendid blocklng and mﬂpp1ng opers-=
tions of the Tlmherwnlves.

With the Ruhr pocket securely contained, the 104th Division was
relieved by elements of the IIT Corps and @ssembled in the Borgentreich --
Ieibenau area, Again in close support of the 3d Armored Division, the dlvi-
sion renewed its advance to the east on 7 April 1945, By 14 April, the 104th
Division had crossed the Weser River, blocked the southern exits from the
Harz Mountains area, end advanced 140 miles in one week to the outskirts of
Halle. ' ; :
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